Temperature Tips Cheat Sheet
When to Shovel, Salt or Watch for Refreeze

Above 32°F

Around 32°F
(freezing point)

25-31°F

Below 20°F

Refreeze conditions

Snow and ice begin to melt,
but water can refreeze overnight
when temperatures drop.

Water freezes quickly,
especially in shaded or untreated areas.

Snow and ice stick to surfaces more
easily and refreeze happens faster.

Regular salt doesn’'t work as well,
and ice can build up and stay longer.

Melted snow can turn back into ice after
sundown or in shaded areas.

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

Clear slush and standing water
during the day, and recheck walkways
in the morning for refreeze.

Spread salt or ice melt before
temperatures drop and keep an eye
on steps and entryways.

Shovel soon after the snow stops
falling, apply salt or ice melt and
recheck high-traffic areas.

Use ice melt made for very cold
temperatures or apply sand for traction,
and watch for black ice.

Reapply salt or sand in the evening,
and make sure outdoor lighting helps
you spot slick areas.

This is not expert advice. This sheet is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended to replace professional guidance on weather safety or home maintenance.



